                                  Mueller Charter Leadership Academy





Connections and Parallels




Elizabeth Woodward




Humanities k7

Mr.Medina




November 30 2013


Have you ever read the book, “The Giver”? if you haven’t then you should. It is a remarkable book. Have you ever read or heard something parallel to, ”The Giver”? I have and that’s the reason why I am typing this essay. I’m going to tell you about things that connect with, “The Giver”.


One of the things that parallel is the Edward Snowden situation. The Giver society and the Edward Snowden situation both contain secrets, survellance, and a whistleblower. The U.S. government has been secretly collecting phone records and internet data. The book, “The Giver” discusses survellance because they watch everyone to make sure they follow the rules. The Giver book also has secrets about release, who peoples parent’s are and their siblings after a sertant age. The Edward Snowden situation defines secrets. He was suppose to keep secrets as a technical contractor at the CIA and the NSA. Lastly these two parallel due to a whistleblower. Jonas, a character from the giver society, wants to release top secret information but is not able to. Someone who did tell secrets though was Edward Snowden. All- in-all we can see that the giver society and the Edward Snowden situation parallels due to secrets, whistleblowers and survellance.


Another thing in common with the giver society is incarceration or incarcerating. Did you know that the U.S. parallels with the giver society because of control? The giver society chose to controlled. They chose to have sameness. They are controlled over what job they get, what kids they get, and even when they get to do things. At 716 per 100,000 people, the U.S. tops every other nation in the WORLD of incarcerating. NO CONTRY has ever incarcerated a higher percentage than the U.S. Incarceration is used to punish, rehabilitate and deten. Over all we realize that exploring control is discussed both in the giver society and incarceration.


Arizona, just like the giver society, has banned books. Arizona has banned Mexican American books. Not only books though, they banned posters and artwork too. All the books have either been, already been, or are in the process of being removed out of every classroom. They say that these books constitutes a distraction or a bad influence. In the giver society, they are only allowed to have TWO books! The giver has thousands of books unlike the rest of the society. The two books that the rest of the society have are a dictionary and a rule book. The giver society , just like Arizona, has banned books.


Have you ever heard the song “Muse”? it parallels to, “The Giver”. They both mention not knowing the truth. In the song there is a line that says, ”and endless red tape to keep the truth defined.” In, “The Giver” not everyone knows what happens to people that are being released, who their real parents are and even memories. There is another line in the song that states, “and hope that we will never see the truth around.” Jonas, a character in “The Giver”, is able to know the truth because he is the receiver. He then finds out that he wants everyone to know the truth. The society doesn’t even know what colors are! To conclude we can see that both the song “Muse” and the giver society both parallel because they both discuss not knowing the truth.


To wrap up my essay I want you to remember that many things compare to the book, “The Giver”. The Edward Snowden situation compares because of suvellance, secrets and a whistleblower. Incarcenating also parallels to the giver and so does Arizona due to the ban of books. Lastly, the song “Muse” are in common with each other because they both discuss not knowing the truth. As you can see many things compare with the giver. Maybe you can find some more.
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